ypasunoh 31 pooy B 


» The Little 
Mermaid 


Note to parents, carers and teachers 


Read it yourself is a series of modern stories, favourite 
characters and traditional tales written in a simple 
way for children who are learning to read. The books 
can be read independently or as part of a guided 
reading session. 


Each book is carefully structured to include many 
high-frequency words vital for first reading. The 
sentences on each page are supported closely by 
pictures to help with understanding, and to offer 
lively details to talk about. 


The books are graded into four levels that progressively 
introduce wider vocabulary and longer stories as a 
reader’s ability and confidence grows. 


Ideas for use 


* Although your child will now be progressing 
towards silent, independent reading, let her 
know that your help and encouragement is 
always available. 


: Boi readers can be concentrating so 
hard on the words that they sometimes don’t 
fully grasp the meaning of what they’re reading. 
Answering the puzzle questions at the end of 
the book will help with understanding. 


For more information and advice on Read it yourself and 
book banding, visit www.ladybird.com/readityourself 


Level 4 is ideal for children who are ready to 
read longer stories with a wider vocabulary and 
are eager to start reading independently. 


Special features: 


Clear type 
Full 
as Once there was a little mermaid 
excitin g lived under the sea with her 
arr ‘iss and her older Sisters, 
Like all mermaids, she had 
a beautiful tail and a 
beautiful Voice, 


Richer, 


more varied 
vocabulary 


Longer 
i id went back to F 
mees The little mermal 
eae se watch the prince again and again. : f 
But she knew that humans did not 
love mermaids. And she knew she 
could not live on land with her tail. 
She wished she could be human, 
so she could be with the prince. 
Detailed 
illustrations 


capture the 
imagination 


Educational Consultant: Geraldine Taylor 
Book Banding Consultant: Kate Ruttle 


A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 


Published by Ladybird Books Ltd 
80 Strand, London, WC2R ORL 
A Penguin Company 


001 


© LADYBIRD BOOKS LTD MMXIV 
Ladybird, Read It Yourself and the Ladybird Logo are registered or 
unregistered trade marks of Ladybird Books Limited. 


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, 
without the prior consent of the copyright owner. 

ISBN: 978-0-72328-070-5 


Printed in China 


The Little 
Mermaid 


Retold by Ronne Randall 
Illustrated by Milly Teggle 


Once there was a little mermaid 
who lived under the sea with her 
father and her older sisters. 


Like all mermaids, she had 
a beautiful tail and a 
beautiful voice. 


The little mermaid was not old 
enough to go up above the water 
and see the land, but her sisters 


were. They told her they had seen 
humans there — people who Mabe 


ore 


on two legs. a 


The little mermaid Wwonted to 
the peop ex 
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At last, the little mermaid was old 
enough to go up above the water. : 


She saw a ship, and on the ship 
was a handsome young prince. 
As soon as she saw him, the little 
mermaid fell in love with him. 


All at once a storm came up. 
The prince’s ship turned over in 
the waves. The prince was hurt, 
and he fell into the water. 


“T have to help him!” said the 
little mermaid. 


The little mermaid took the prince 
to the shore. She stayed with him 
until the storm was over. 


When the prince opened his eyes, 
he saw the little mermaid looking 
down at him. 


But the little mermaid saw people 
coming to help, so she swam away. 
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The little mermaid told her 
sisters that she was in love with 
the handsome young prince. 


One of her sisters knew where 
the prince lived. “I can take you 
there,” she said. 


The little mermaid went with her 
sister to see the prince’s palace. 
She watched the prince as he 
walked by the shore. 


The little mermaid went back to 
watch the prince again and again. 


But she knew that humans did not 
love mermaids. And she knew she 
could not live on land with her tail. 


She wished she could be home 
so she could be with the prince. 


The little mermaid was very sad. 
At last her sisters said, “Go to the 
old sea witch. She can help you.” 


“T love a human prince,” the 
little mermaid told the witch. 
“Can you make me human, so 
I can be with him on land?” 
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“There is a potion that will turn 
your tail into legs,” said the witch, 
“but it will take away your voice. 

It will only come back if the prince | 
loves you. Do you want the potion?” 
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“Yes,” said the little mermaid. 


“When you take this potion, you 
will go to sleep,” the witch told the 
little mermaid. “When you wake 
up, your tail will be gone and you 
will have legs.” 


The little mermaid swam to the 
prince's palace. She took the 
witch’s potion and fell asleep. 


When she woke up, her tail was 
gone and she had two legs. 
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Soon the prince came down to the 
shore and saw the little mermaid. 


“You look like a girl who saved me 
when I was hurt in a storm,” he 
said. “Are you that girl?” 


But the little mermaid could not 


The prince said the little mermaid 
could come and stay in his palace. 


“T wish you could tell me who 

you are,” he said. But the little 
mermaid could not, and she could 
not tell him that she loved him. 


ea eee) loge SG 
aa d + - r 
Fr ‘Ven eld 2 


ts ees 
oe 
Soe 

oO. eee 


a 
One day, a beautiful princess or “q 
came to the palace. . 


The little mermaid watched the 
prince walking and talking with 
the princess. The prince looked 
happy, but the little mermaid 
was sad. 
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“My father wants me to marry . 4 

_the princess,” the prince told the |= 
little mermaid. “But the only girl’ = 
I want to marry isthe one who 
saved me in the storm.” 


The prince went to walk by the 
sea. The little mermaid went, too. 


When the prince turned and saw 
the little mermaid, he saw that 
her eyes were full of love. 


All at once the prince knew who 
she was! 


“You are the girl who saved me!” 
said the prince. “You are the girl 
I love! Will you marry me?” 


“Yes,” said the little mermaid. 
The prince loved her at last, 
and she had her voice back. 
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They were married that very day. 
The little mermaid and the prince 
were so happy. 


The little mermaid could see her 
sisters waving to her out at sea. 
They were also happy for their 
little sister and her handsome 
young prince. 


How much do you remember about the 
story of The Little Mermaid? Answer these 
questions and find out! 


e Who does the little mermaid 
live with? : 


@ Who AGSs a little mermaid 
| ee noe in ugve asayl te 


e \ V rat, does ithe sea ee, give 
to the little mermaid? 


Seah se 
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W. y can’t fhe little mermaid 
- talk to the prince? 


@ How does the little mermaid 
get her voice back? 


Unjumble these words to make words 
from the story, then match them to the 
correct pictures. 
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Read it yourself with Ladybird 


Tick the books you’ve read! 


For more confident readers who can read simple stories with help. 


Furi 


on Music Island 
wl & 


2 
it 
o 
a 
ic | 
o 
& 
a 
oF 


sisunofi 3: posy O 


PVC memecm § The Read it yourself with ANDROID APP ON Ay i 
: : : pp also available on 
a App Store Ladybird app is now available yp Google play Android™ devices 


The little mermaid desperately wants 
to be human. Find out what happens 
when the sea witch grants her wish. 


Reod it yourself is o series of character stories 
ond traditional tales, written in o simple woy for 
children who are learning to read. 
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Hook bonded for school use 


=) 
i) 
c 
©. 
*~ 
Ca 
5 
cS 
= 
Vi 
@ 
= 


